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A Storm in Flanders paints a vividly sickening picture of war at the beginning of the 
modern era.  During World War I, the Ypres Salient absorbed blood the way a dry sponge 
absorbs water.  In this place, which author Winston Groom compares to a “meat grinder,” 
hundreds of thousands of human beings were chewed up—some were spit out, some 
swallowed.  The absolute misery of the place—the mud, the incessant rain, the stench and 
fear of death—is palpable through Groom’s clear prose and that of the soldiers from 
whose diaries and letters he quotes.  In a relatively few pages, Groom has captured the 
epic blundering, mismanagement, and waste of life that characterized the war on the 
Western Front. 
 
Though written primarily from the British perspective, Groom nevertheless provides 
clarifying insights into the actions of the French and Germans as well.  Perhaps of 
greatest use to students of history is the author’s findings of inconsistency and bias in the 
official record of both the British and Germans. 
 
Recommended for both public library and undergraduate academic library collections. 
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